From The Intelligencer — February 215t, 2011 (Section B)

A o > 5 r ~

‘ ; - i ' ART GENTILE / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHEF
|Leonard Bethel had the name of his street in New Britain Township changed to Layle Lane, after a black woman who was a pioneering teacher and advo-
cate for underprivileged children. She ran a camp for them off Ferry Road.



Remembering an icon

Layle Lane was a ilnique and powerful figure Wh(;) fought 1950s hundreds of children learned " life and achievements.

s Tacell to & % . e : the value of farming, self worth and Without the efforts of Leonard
tirelessly to improve the lives of underprivileged children. pride at the little-known summer Bethel, whose mother, Anna Bethel

By FrepA R. SAVANA 'I'wp. camp. It’s widely believed that- Young, worked at the camp Lane’s
NOW. Britain Eleanor Roosevelt, who was a friend legacy may have been left un’ known.
3 -————-STAFF WRITER A black woman who éat with of Lane, was so inspired by the New tﬁs b LeonardlBethel wt;)lrked
! 4 : : . Britain camp that she encouraged at the summer camp, learning the
Her reach was far and wide, but presidents and called W.E. B. her husband, Franklin R i ¢ i
_ ¢ > i ! : oosevelt, to  importance of education, hard work
history has made little note of Layle DuBois, Pearl Buck and other promi- ¢, the model as he developed the and finding honor in being black.

Lane. ~ nent leaders of the time her fr}equ, Civilian Conservation Corps. “She taught me to be proud of

" From Bucks County to Mexico Lane also opened her New Britain And while there are few areas that  myself and my race,” said Bethel.
and Africa, the pioneering teacher, ~ Township farm to young black boys  treasure history more than Bucks “She was a great influence and inspi-
activist and tireless advocate for from Harlem and North . County, there is no information, no ration.”

underprivileged children touched Philadelphia. : plaques, no historical markers to be Now 72, the Rutgers professor
many lives. Through the Depression until the found denoting Lane’s remarkable = See LANE, Page B2
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emeritus and his wife, Veronica,
also a professor, live in the New
Britain Township home that was
once his mother’s.

A published author and histo-
rian, Bethel has written a compre-
hensive history of Lane, whom he
calls “an American icon.” He's
hopeful the book will soon be
published, allowing readers
around the world to share in
Lane’s story. &

roperty of

Lane acquired the
Ferry Road from h:rbm!hu,who
was only able to buy the land N

“We admired her,” said the 92-

yur—old Young. “She :‘z very
very t and very
humble,

Although she had the ear of
the influential of her time, she
treated everyone with love and
respect, remembered Young.

Among her many memories of
those summers, Young recalled
Lane hosting picnic lunches to
guests such as DuBois and Nobel
Peace Prize winner Ralph
Bunche.

“She’d entertain this way,

‘making dessert and hmng people
with similar interests sit around

house on the land after Lane
closed the camp and subdivided
the 30 acres in the early 1960s.
Today, about half the families
there are black.

The “settlement,” as the group
of hmu“mmmddk,aﬁ 0,
‘was named er a
fortress in Haiti which was built
lﬁ:rlheHnunugnned

Despite her near anonymity in
Bucks County, Lane, who died in
1976-(vhengesz.kdlhﬁeof
enonnouu
Raised in Vineland, N.J., after
h:rpumu fled d::nmlly divid- -
ed Georgia where she was born,
Lnnewuadxmmuuve.yelfom
ful woman. Educated as a teacher,
:hgwatheﬁmhlxktomchﬁ
Franklin High School

)m'un
in New York City.

Lane spent much of her life
involved with the Harlem
Renaissance. She was one of just a
few national leaders who met wld:
President Franklin Roosevels
convincing him mu-dlscmmn.n
tion ﬁum was needed to pro-

She was a charter member of
the American Federation of
Teachers and ran unsuccessful
campaigns for the New York state
cseimle comptroller of New York

ty.
Unsatisfied with thinking in
the ican and D i

Deeply moved by Lane’s
efforts and influence, Bethel sin-
gi: idedly persuaded New

Britain Township officials to
change the name af ‘the road
where Lane -spent her summers to
Layle Lane in 1977. It had been

n Hill Road.

‘The tree-lined road is believed
to be the only road in
Pennsylvania named for a black
woman, according to Bethel.

“They oﬂ‘ered 10 put up a stat-
uc,bu} Isaid I dxdn'tw-ntsome—

for pngeons 10 sit on,” said
Bethel wx ala

readily found mention
its ﬁ'rd catalogue.

's not surprising she’s not
better known said
Lane, “was ignored and mvmble
during the decades she lived and
xrked in the largely white town-

Hc remembered taking the
boys at the camp, which had
about 20 children who came for
eight weeks each summer, into
Doylcsmwn for hair cuts.

“The barbers, including one
who was black, would not cut
their hair,” said Bethel, who still
sounded insulted by the event
more than 50 years

“They v.bvugh: d:cy would lose
busmss if people saw blacks in
their shops,” he remarked,
adding, “so I cut their hair.”

foung’s family was among the
dozen families given an opportu-
nity to buy land and build a

parties, she joined the Socialist

“She was brilliant and so artic-
ulate,” said Maida Sp: nng:t
Kemp, in a 2001 article
American Educator, a publication
of the American Federation of

Then 90, Kemp was one of the
few people still alive who remem-
bered Lane personally. “She was
sxmhlhdy,gmdebu(swng,she
knew who she was.”

Mexico and Africa, where she
again worked to better the lives of
children, said Bethel.

“All she wanted was for kids to
succeed,” said Veronica Bethel,
who traveled with her husband to
see where Lane was buried in an
unmarked grave in
Mexico.

When they asked to see her
resting place, Veronica Bethel
said, it was as if they’d asked to
see the grave of a saint.

"Tb;hd.\ufotmc‘g:pande
and took us right to te,
lheon]yonewnh&uhl%
said Veronica. “They admired
so much.”

And in New Britain, Leonard
said, Lane should be equally
revered.

“This community needs to
know about a person of this
stature,” he said. “The communi-
ty needs to take pride in this.”

Freda R. Savana can be reached at
215-2345-3061 o

Follow
Freda on Twitter at
twitter.




